222                   NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR

seats. Nor could he contemplate favouritism for anyone, say
Muslims, Sikhs or Parsis for example. If there was to be
favouritism he would single out physical lepers. They were
an answer to the crimes "of society. If moral lepers would ban
themselves, the physical lepers would soon be extinct. And
they, poor men, were so frightened of modern society that they
put forth no claims. Educate them truly and they would make
ideal citizens. Anyway, side by side with adult franchise or
even before that he pleaded for universal education, not neces-
sarily literary except as perhaps an aid. English "education,
he was convinced, had starved our minds, enervated them and
never prepared them for brave citizenship. He would give them
all sufficient knowledge in their rich languages of which any
country would be proud. Education in the understanding of
the rights of citizenship was a short term affair if they were
honest and earnest.
Harijan, 2-3-1947
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SOME QUESTIONS
Q. Supposing one or the o^her of the provinces wishes to
declare its independence, what kind of constitution would you
advise them to prepare ? In 1925, you declared that in the Free
India of your dreams only those would have voting rights who
had contributed by manual labour to the service of the State.
Do you adhere to that advice today with regard to the above
provinces ?
A. Independence could be the. same as for the whole of
India. He adhered to what he had said in 1925 viz. that all
adults above a certain age, male or female, who would contri-
bute some body labour to the State would be entitled to the
vote. Thus a simple labourer would easily be a voter whereas
af, millionaire or a lawyer or a merchant and the like would
find it hard if they did not do some body labour for the State.
Q. If contiguous provinces- in India do not declare such
independence but scattered ones do so, would not the presence
of the non-federating units create difficulties for the rest in the
matter of common action ?